
 

 

ACCESS TO MEDIA, LITERATURE & CULTURE PRE COURSE TASKS 

 

Congratulations, if you have gained a place on one of our Access to Higher Education Courses; we 
hope you are excited and eager to get started. With this in mind, it is important that you start to 
prepare for your course. Please complete both of the following tasks and bring this completed 
document with you to the induction on Wednesday 5th September at 9.45 am. 

TASK ONE 

Please carry out some research into universities and degree programmes 

1. We would like you to go onto the website for 2 different universities that you might consider 
applying to. 
Here are a few examples – 

https://www.brighton.ac.uk/index.aspx 

http://www.sussex.ac.uk/ 

http://www.gold.ac.uk/ 

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/ 

http://www.manchester.ac.uk/study/ 

 
Complete the following table: 

NAME OF UNIVERSITY 3 REASONS WHY THIS WOULD BE A GOOD PLACE 
TO STUDY 

 
 
 
 
 

1. 
 
2. 
 
3. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1. 
 
2. 
 
3. 

 

 

https://www.brighton.ac.uk/index.aspx
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/
http://www.gold.ac.uk/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/
http://www.manchester.ac.uk/study/


2. Now consider and research 2 different degree programmes using 2 of the universities you 
have already written about. 

 

NAME OF DEGREE/UNIVERSITY WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS? 
 
WHAT DOES THE DEGREE INCLUDE WHICH 
APPEALS TO YOU? 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

  

TASK TWO 

Read the following article and complete the task at the end: 

'Evil, exploitative and sick': Sarah Palin 
says Sacha Baron Cohen duped her 
Former governor of Alaska claims satirist disguised himself as a 
wounded military veteran for ‘perverse’ TV interview 

Gwilym Mumford 

Wed 11 Jul 2018 10.52 BSTFirst published on Wed 11 Jul 2018 10.33 BST 

 

 
 Sacha Baron Cohen with his latest target, Sarah Palin. Composite: Getty, Reuters 

Sarah Palin has called Sacha Baron Cohen “evil, exploitative and sick” after revealing 
that the satirist had “duped” her into an interview for an upcoming series by posing 
as a wounded military veteran. 

https://www.theguardian.com/profile/gwilym-mumford
https://www.theguardian.com/tv-and-radio/2018/jul/11/evil-exploitative-sick-sarah-palin-duped-sacha-baron-cohen#img-1
https://www.theguardian.com/tv-and-radio/2018/jul/11/evil-exploitative-sick-sarah-palin-duped-sacha-baron-cohen#img-1
https://www.theguardian.com/film/sachabaroncohen
https://www.theguardian.com/tv-and-radio/2018/jul/11/evil-exploitative-sick-sarah-palin-duped-sacha-baron-cohen#img-1


On Monday it was revealed that Baron Cohen had spent a year undercover filming a 
new project for the Showtime channel. The series, Who Is America?, explores a range 
of figures “across the political and cultural spectrum” and is reported to feature 
interviews with Bernie Sanders, Dick Cheney – and Palin. A teaser released for the 
show features a clip of Cheney being asked to sign a “waterboarding kit”. 

“Yup – we were duped. Ya’ got me, Sacha. Feel better now? I join a long list of 
American public personalities who have fallen victim to the evil, exploitive, sick 
‘humor’ of the British ‘comedian’”, Palin wrote in a Facebook post addressing the 
incident. 

The former governor of Alaska said she had travelled to Washington DC with one of 
her daughters for the interview, which she believed was for a “legit” historical 
documentary on Showtime. She said that Baron Cohen had “heavily disguised 
himself as a disabled US veteran, fake wheelchair and all” for the interview. 

“I sat through a long ‘interview’ full of Hollywoodism’s disrespect and sarcasm – but 
finally had enough and literally, physically removed my mic and walked out, much to 
Cohen’s chagrin. The disrespect of our US military and middle-class Americans via 
Cohen’s foreign commentaries under the guise of interview questions was perverse,” 
Palin said. 

 

Palin also claimed that once the interview had ended, the show’s producers purposely 
dropped her and her daughter off at the wrong airport, knowing that they would be 
unable to catch a flight back to Alaska, and refused to assist the pair in getting home. 

The 2008 vice-presidential candidate went on to call for Cohen and Showtime to 
donate profits from the series to “a charitable group that actually respects and 
supports American vets”. 

The Guardian has contacted Showtime for comment on Palin’s claims. 

Who Is America? begins on Sunday in the US, with Channel 4 airing the series in the 
UK on Monday. 

https://www.theguardian.com/tv-and-radio/2018/jul/11/evil-exploitative-sick-sarah-palin-duped-sacha-baron-cohen 

Task: Using no more than 500 words: Discuss 
what issues are raised by this article.  

Remember to bring this with you for Induction on 
Wednesday 5th September 2018. 

https://www.theguardian.com/tv-and-radio/2018/jul/10/sacha-baron-cohen-who-is-america-trump-tv-event
https://www.theguardian.com/tv-and-radio/2018/jul/11/evil-exploitative-sick-sarah-palin-duped-sacha-baron-cohen
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