Parent newsletter
Welcome to our new newsletter for the parents, carers and guardians of our students.

COVID-19 testing over the Easter break
We would like to thank all students who have continued to test themselves for COVID-19 at home. In the
last three weeks we have only had two positive cases. These individuals had no symptoms. By taking the
tests and then self-isolating, they have helped to minimise the spread of the virus.
Students should continue to test themselves at home throughout the Easter holidays. They should ensure
they have enough home test kits to cover the two-week break.
It is vital that everyone records their results, regardless of whether they are positive, negative or void, to
both the College and the NHS. Any positive test results should also be reported directly to their teacher.
Further information about home testing, including what to do before taking a test, where to collect testing
kits and what to do after taking a test, is available here, on our website.

Home testing information for students

Assessed grades this year
We are currently working through the requirements of our exam boards'
planned assessment, following the government announcement that this
summer, GCSEs, BTECs and other technical qualiﬁcations will be based
on teacher-assessed grades.
Please encourage your young person to continue attending all of their
lessons and to complete all set work and assignments on time. This is
extremely important to ensure that they achieve the best results possible
and are not disadvantaged at the end of the year.

Use of electric scooters
Students are being reminded that electric scooters are not allowed
inside college buildings and should be locked-up in the provided bike
facilities. We are also asking students to review the rules and legal
requirements of using a powered scooter/transporter, including how
and where they can be used legally. Please click here to read the full
government guidance.

Progression week - Your future in focus
Our progression weeks are an important event in the annual college calendar, intended to help raise
aspirations, broaden horizons and open the minds of our young people.
The theme this year is ‘Your future in focus’ and will provide students with a dedicated opportunity to
reﬂect on their academic progress with their personal tutor and get advice on the next steps they need to
take to achieve their full potential.
We will be hosting a number of workshops and webinars, including: CV writing, interview skills and
preparing for university. Our Careers team will also be providing drop-in sessions at each of our
campuses, to offer a wide variety of support, including:
• 1:1 appointments with a fully qualified careers adviser
• Helping students to choose what to do after their programme finishes
• Supporting students to explore which career is right for them
• Help with identifying strengths and skills, and action planning
• Help with tailoring a CV and interview preparation
• Where to find apprenticeships and how to apply
• Providing labour market information (LMI)
Students can access further information, including the schedule of upcoming events, here. Please
note that they will need to be logged in to their college Google accounts to access. As always, we are
available to support you and your young person, and can be contacted on careers@gbmc.ac.uk.

Your future in focus - information for students

How to capture work on ﬁlm
A series of ‘how to …’ video guides, produced exclusively for GB
MET students by Big Egg Films, are available to watch via the
Student Landing Page.
The short and accessible video guides teach learners how to capture
their work, in still or moving images, using a mobile phone. Students
will be able to create a digital portfolio which they can be proud of, to
showcase their work to future employers or universities.

Design Culture: Virtual twilight lecture
series
We are delighted to be hosting a series of weekly virtual twilight
lectures, delivered by Juliana Sissons, throughout April and May.
Juliana is a knitwear designer, professional pattern cutter, and
educator. She delivers masterclasses in ‘creative cutting’ and ‘shape
making’ to universities internationally and regularly presents her work
at the British Fashion Council. Juliana is also Designer in Residence
at the Victoria and Albert Museum, London.
The lectures are free and open to students at GB MET; other local sixth form and college students;
and people from our wider community. Further information is available on our website. To sign up,
please complete the online booking form.

Part-time Professional and Leisure courses for adults starting in
April
With spring around the corner, we are happy to announce a range of part-time professional and hobby
courses for adults, starting in April.
Our range of professional courses include: AAT Accountancy courses, CIPD Human Resource
Management, NCFE Award in Education & Training and more!
Perhaps you picked up a new hobby during lockdown and wish to expand your skills further? If so, we
also offer a wide-range of leisure courses at beginner, intermediate and advanced levels. Our leisure
courses include: drawing skills, woodwork, digital photography, creative writing and much more!
Our teaching staff made a heroic effort to move many of our courses to an online format over the past
year, but with the return to onsite teaching, we are now able to have safe lessons on campus.
We believe that this is a time of new beginnings and opportunity. Many of our courses are designed to
improve your employability, develop your skills and help you achieve a career you’re passionate about.
For more information on all of our part-time adult courses, please visit our website.

Part-time courses for adults

Photography Spring School
Throughout the Easter break, we are running a free photography course for 16-25 year olds.
Dates: 7, 8, 9, 14, 15, 16 April 2021 | Time: 10am - 3pm
This course will provide the opportunity to work with photographic artist, Lindsey Smith, to gain an insight
into studying photography:
Build a photographic portfolio
Gain technical and creative skills
Participate in an outdoor photo shoot (optional)
Review a range of virtual exhibitions
Collaborate with other budding photographers
Contribute to a public showcase
Earn a Bronze Arts Award
To apply please complete the online booking form or email wp@gbmc.ac.uk for further information.

Book now

Virtual work experience
Our Employability Team have been exploring ways in which we can
provide your young person with meaningful experiences of the
workplace. Virtual work experience (online, remote or digital) is a great
way to provide students with the opportunity to gain experience, explore
new industries and job roles whilst physical placements are under
restriction. It also means more opportunities are available to more
students, at the same time.
We have a great untapped resource in you as parents and carers of our
students, so would love to hear from any of you who would be willing to
support our students by offering ‘industry insights’ via a virtual platform.
This can be as little as 30 minutes of your time. If this is something that
you are interested in, please get in touch to explore how you can support
us: wex@gbmc.ac.uk.

Mandatory work placements restarting
For those of you with young people on courses that have a mandatory
requirement for work placements, such as Health & Social Care and
Childcare, we can now advise that plans are in place to restart
placements from 29 April 2021.
As you are aware, in order for students to successfully complete their
course in such curriculum areas, they must complete an experience
of the workplace - so this is welcome news.
Please be assured that we will be working with students over the coming weeks to ensure they are ready
to start their placements. Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions about this:
wex@gbmc.ac.uk.

Happy Easter from GB MET
We wish everyone an enjoyable and restful Easter break and look forward to welcoming our students
back next term. Should your young person need to access further support during the Easter holidays,
please refer to the health and wellbeing resources on our website.

Health and wellbeing resources

If you have any questions about anything in this newsletter, please contact marketing@gbmc.ac.uk

