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Key information
Course location:
Brighton, East Sussex, England
Course duration:
Study in the UK: Six months
Application deadline:
19 November 2021
Applications should be forwarded to
UAL.iFAD@gbmc.ac.uk
Start date:
UK study: 03 January 2022
Completion date: 17 June 2022

Fees: £11,500
Entry requirements:
Mandatory completion of an A-Level or equivalent in a
creative art subject (more detail on page 11)
English language requirements:
IELTS level 5 or higher (more detail on page 11)
Qualification:
UAL Level 3 Foundation Diploma in Art and Design
Progression:
A guaranteed place on certain UAL degrees (subject
to conditions and an interview may be required – more
information on page 10)

Contents
Key information…………………………..........……2
Why choose the MET……………………........…...3
Welcome to Brighton………………………............4
The MET…………………………………................5
The MET facilities……………………….................7
The course…………………...……………...........8-9
Progression and University of the Arts London.....10
Entry requirements…………………….............….11
Fees…………………………………………..........11
How to apply …………………….............…….....12
Living in Brighton………………….............……...12

2

Why choose
the MET?
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There are many reasons for choosing to
study at the MET. Here are a few....
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Unique guaranteed
progression to UAL degrees
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Guest speakers

2

Comprehensive six-month
programme
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End of year show

3

Study by the sea in the UK
from January 2022
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Opportunities for industry facing
projects

4

Spacious and professional art studios
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Welcome to Brighton
Entertainment
Brighton is one of the UK's most famous cities, with its elegant
historical architecture, varied nightlife, and arts and cultural scene.
Each year the city plays host to numerous festivals, including Brighton
Fringe, Brighton Festival, The Great Escape and Artists’ Open
Houses. There are also unique events such as Brighton Pride, Burning
the Clocks, Brighton Marathon, Paddle Round the Pier and many more.
Brighton is also well known for its wealth of vibrant independent
shops, quirky cafes and fantastic restaurants. With numerous theatres,
cinemas and live music venues, there is always something to see or do.

Location
Brighton is less than an hour away from London by train, and major
airports such as Gatwick are easily accessible. Within the city there is
an excellent bus network, as well as dedicated cycle lanes.
Located between the English Channel and the stunning South Downs
National Park, and with numerous public parks around the city, there
are plenty of opportunities to make the most of the British outdoors.
Cycling along the seafront is a must-do for locals and tourists alike.

Sports
For sport fans, Brighton is home to Brighton & Hove Albion, the city's
Premier League football team, and the East Sussex County Cricket
Ground. There are also numerous sports centres, including the Prince
Regent Leisure Centre - a five-minute walk from our Central Brighton
Campus – which offers regular swimming and fitness classes, as well
as a fully equipped gym.

Diversity
Brighton is widely recognised as an inclusive city, with a large number
of international residents and an active LGBTQ+ community.
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The MET
The MET is proud to be the only
provider of the UAL Awarding Body
Level 3 Foundation Diploma able
to offer a guaranteed place on
UAL degrees.*
Find out more on page 10.
Greater Brighton Metropolitan College
(the MET) is an established British college,
with 150 years of heritage, history and
experience.
Brighton MET is the place to study if you
are interested in a career in the creative
industries. The College’s department of
visual arts is a vibrant, creative hub based
in the heart of the North Laine area of
Brighton. The MET has a long tradition
of welcoming international students from
around the world.

*5 conditions apply
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Facilities at the MET
Facilities
Brighton is renowned for its creativity and our creative
industries department lives up to that reputation.
Extensive and well equipped range of specialist
working environments and art studios

We also offer:
Individual studio space
Space for developing large scale art and
installation pieces
Life drawing classes

3D printer, laser cutting machine, large scale ink
jet printer

Highly experienced teaching team

Canon digital cameras, Mac digital design and
animation suite

Overseas trip (subject to Government restrictions)

Guest speakers

Photographic suite and traditional dark rooms

Opportunities to gain valuable experience through
live or industry-facing projects

Printmaking workshop (screen, lino, metal and dry
point etching)

A strong track record of progression to
prestigious universities

Plaster, ceramics and glass workshops
3D wood, metal and plastics workshop including
a forge
Pattern cutting room, sewing room and
fashion studio
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The course
This dynamic course begins in January with an
introduction and induction into the heart of the
college, its workshops and studios. During the initial
weeks students will be helped to settle and orientate
themselves and begin to experience what its like to
study on a UK art course.
Our expert arts team will support students to think
and work like practicing artists or designers as well as
support individuals with their UCAS applications and
portfolio preparation for interview.
The available pathways are:
Fine Art

experience and skills, and helps to develop knowledge
and understanding of what it is like to work as a
professional, creative practitioner.

Graphic Design
Illustration
Fashion and Textiles
3D Design

Unit 1, Unit 2 and Pathway Specialism
This stage of the course will see students taking
part in exciting and challenging creative projects to
extend their creative, expressive and technical skills.
They will work in a range of different scales and
mediums, sometimes independently, collaboratively or
as part of a small creative team. This reflects real-life
creative practices in the Creative Arts industry.
Where possible in Unit 2, Industry facing or live
projects with external clients are incorporated into the
curriculum. These provide students with important

Pathway specialisms will focus on more subject
specific skills and knowledge and offer students
opportunities to access and use the colleges spacious
artists’ studios, a well-equipped 3D workshop, a
hand-tools workshop, ceramics studio, photographic
darkroom, photographic studios, printmaking studio,
Mac suites or the pattern cutting room.

English for Academic Purposes
On arrival to the UK, students will benefit from
the embedded English for Academic Purposes
programme (EAP). This includes four hours of
dedicated tuition each week to complement and
fully support the art curriculum. Students will receive
lessons on the key study and language skills required
to successfully complete this course. Additional IELTS
sessions are available to support students to improve
their IELTS grades for university study.
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Unit 4: Final Major Project

Assessment and Feedback

The Final Major Project (FMP) is a sustained, exciting
and intense creative period within the course.
It provides students with the opportunity to take
control of their own learning and demonstrate their
achievement by defining and describing what they
propose to study and how they will research and
develop a body of independent work. The 10 week
project provides students with the time to build upon
previous experiences, skills and knowledge developed
on the course. The outcomes from the FMP form the
students end of year show and their final assessment.

Assessment and Feedback on students progress takes
place through out the course. Formative assessment
takes place through either written and/or verbal
feedback during 1:1 and group tutorials, group
reviews, critiques, self and peer assessments.
Summative assessment takes place at the end of each
unit of study and involves the presentation of a body of
work. Written developmental feedback is provided for
each unit of study.
Unit 1 and Unit 2 are graded Pass, Refer or Fail and
students will need to Pass to progress to the next unit.
Unit 4 is graded Distinction, Merit, Pass, Refer or Fail.
Work submitted for assessment usually includes: a
body of creative outcomes, supporting developmental
work including sketchbooks, models, samples, tests or
prototypes and a reflective journal. Sketchbooks would
normally contain evidence of contextual research,
primary and secondary research relating to the project
themes and evidence of ideas development and
problem solving.
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Progression and University
of the Arts London
The Foundation Diploma in Art and Design at GBMET offers a close relationship with the University of the Arts
London (UAL). UAL will guarantee students on this course receive at least one offer for an undergraduate
place related to a students foundation specialism.
University of the Arts London (UAL) offers an
extensive range of courses in art, design, fashion,
communication and performing arts. Graduates go on
to work in and shape the creative industries worldwide.
UAL is ranked second in the world for Art and Design
in the 2019 QS World University Rankings®.

UAL Awarding Body Level 3
Foundation Diploma at the MET
Our Foundation Diploma is validated by UAL,
who are the only awarding body in England for
specialist art and design qualifications.

The University has a world-class reputation and
is made up of six equally renowned Colleges:
Camberwell College of Arts
Central Saint Martins
Chelsea College of Arts
London College of Communication
London College of Fashion
Wimbledon College of Arts

London College of Fashion

On successful completion of the Foundation Diploma,
you may choose to move onto a degree course at UAL.
Depending on the pathway you specialise in, you could
attend one of the following Colleges:

Fashion & Textiles
Fashion Accessories
Footwear

Camberwell College of Arts

London College of Communication

Fine Art
Graphic Design
Illustration
Interior and Spatial Design

Fine Art
Graphics
Illustration
Spatial Design

Central Saint Martins

Wimbledon College of Arts

Architecture
Fine Art
Fashion & Textiles
Graphic Design
Jewellery and Product Design

Costume
Prop and Prosthetic Design
Set Design
Theatre Design
3D Design

Chelsea College of Arts

Dependent on the specific course criteria, you may be
able to progress straight on to the course without the
need for an interview. There is no guaranteed
progression to the Fashion and Textiles pathway at
UAL although students may find they receive offers
from a Fashion and Textiles related course. Staff have
extensive knowledge of the range of degree courses
offered by universities across the country.

Fine Art
Graphic Design
Interior Design
Product and Furniture Design
Textile Design
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Entry requirements
Applicants will need:
IELTS 5.5 Overall / Minimum 5 in each paper
(or equivalent)

Selection Criteria
Applicants are assessed on the quality of their digital
portfolio. Portfolios should provide evidence of:

IELTS 5 Overall (or equivalent) with exceptional
portfolio

Visualisation skills (e.g. observational drawing,
painting, photography, 3D works)

Clear pathway choice. Students will choose to study
1 of the 5 specialist pathways offered by the course

Research and investigative skills

Independently completed UCAS applications
(A presentation on key points will be provided prior
to starting the course in January)
Students will need to have researched and
confirmed their degree course choices
Students will need to have completed a visual
research project set by the college in preparation for
the start of their course
Five GCSEs or equivalent at grade 9-4 including
maths, English and a creative subject
A digital portfolio
To have completed secondary education in a
creative arts subject
At least one A-Level at grade A*-C or equivalent in a
creative subject
A school reference with evidence of predicted
grades
To demonstrate commitment and passion for the
creative arts

Disabilities
We welcome applications from people with disabilities. We
encourage students to disclose any disability they may have
when they apply to enable us to plan the right support.

Creative thinking, idea development and problem
solving abilities
The experimental use of a range of materials and
processes
An interest in art, design or related subjects.
Selection will also be based on predicted A-Level
(or equivalent) grades, current ability, potential
and school reference.
Successful applicants will also be interviewed.

Applications
Applications should be sent to
UAL.iFAD@gbmc.ac.uk

Equal Opportunities
We are committed to promoting equality of opportunity
for all students, to understanding and celebrating our
diverse community and recognising the value of each
individual’s contributions.
We are fully committed to equality of treatment
regardless of disability, race, gender (including gender
reassignment), age, sexual orientation, religion or belief
and do not tolerate any form of discrimination.

Information about our support services can be viewed at
gbmc.ac.uk/student-support

Fees
The tuition fee for January 2022 entry is
£11,500, including the English for Academic
Purposes programme.
Additional costs
In addition to tuition fees, students may incur
additional costs such as the cost of materials
and travel and expenses for any excursions
they take part in.
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Living in Brighton
There are two Homestay options:
Half board
This option includes breakfast and dinner, provided
by the host. Meal times can be a great opportunity to
practice English. Students will be treated as a member
of the family and interact with the host on a daily basis.
Self-catered

We understand that accommodation is an important
part of a student’s stay and that they should be happy
and comfortable with whatever choice they make.
All our accommodation is thoroughly checked and
monitored in accordance with the standards set out in
the British Council’s Accreditation UK Scheme. We
visit all our hosts and aim to place our students in a
home that suits their preferences.
Most accommodation options are located within 30
minutes travel distance to the MET.

This is a great option for students who want to take
the first steps towards independence but would still
like the comfort of a homely environment. Students will
spend time with a host but have the freedom to buy
and cook their own meals.

Other accommodation
There are a range of hotels, residences, student
houses and other accommodation types available in
Brighton. We can signpost students to some options
and providers.

Homestay accommodation
A Homestay will provide students with the perfect
introduction to life in the UK and can help them to
improve their English. Students will be immersed in
a local household and learn about British culture in a
welcoming and comfortable environment.
Homestays normally offer single rooms and shared
bathroom facilities. Twin rooms are available for
students travelling together.

Please note that these are independent services and have not been
vetted in any way by the MET.

How to apply
Please email student applications to
UAL.iFAD@gbmc.ac.uk by 19 November 2021.
We will then be in touch to arrange the
portfolio interviews.
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