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Tony Cragg, Blue Horn (Axt),
Mixed Media Installation, 1982

BRICOLAGE

HAND IN: Start of term September 2022

Carl Kleiner
Photo composition

PROJECT OVERVIEW:

During these unprecedented times, artists are having to be more
resourceful than ever. This Summer project asks you to demonstrate
your ability to research, problem solve, visually record, and interpret
information using a creative mindset and the materials that you have
to hand.

In the arts, bricolage (French for "DIY" or "do-it-yourself projects")
means the construction or creation of a work from materials that
happen to be available. It is usually applied to artists who use a
diverse range of non-traditional art materials and found objects.

Your starting point will be the objects within your immediate home
environment. The objects can be manmade, natural, or a
combination of both. You will document your research and visual
responses in a digital presentation format and will use a combination
of photography, drawing, sculpture, and mixed media.

Your work must be completed by the start of term in September.
Your tutor will give you instructions for how to submit during your first
week.



WHAT YOU NEED TO DO:
1: Broad Research
Research the term Bricolage, and the associated art terms Assemblage and Readymade. In a digital presentation
(PowerPoint or Google Slides), complete 1 slide for each art term, that documents definitions and your
understanding. Include visual examples of artworks related to each of these 3 terms - see research suggestions
below.

2: Detailed Artist Research
Research the artists on the list below and select 2 to research in more depth. Complete 1 slide per artist in your
digital presentation. Include a paragraph of annotation for each artist, and 3 or 4 examples of their work. Do not just
copy and paste text from the internet - answer the following questions:

● What do you like/dislike about the artworks?
● How is the artist using found materials/objects and what is the impact?

Consider shape, form, colour, composition, structure, surface, texture,
and what you think the artist is interested in or trying to communicate

3: Bricolage Artworks x 10
Using your research as inspiration, produce a series of 10 bricolage artworks using found objects from your home,
garden or surrounding area. The objects can be manmade, natural, or a combination. You could arrange objects
together in groups or join/attach objects together to make new outcomes. Experiment with different combinations -
consider the aesthetic qualities of the objects (how they look together) and the concept (the ideas you are
communicating). Photograph your 10 outcomes - consider the background and lighting.

4: Mixed Media Studies x 10
Produce 10 drawings / mixed media studies of your bricolage artworks (see number 3, above). Use a broad variety
of media for visual recording e.g. black ink, marker pens, charcoal, coffee / tea, card relief, collage using
newspapers or paper offcuts. Photograph your 10 studies.

5: Artwork Reconstruction
Using any famous artwork as inspiration, arrange a selection of household objects to recreate the image. You can
choose any artwork you like (it doesn’t need to be from the list below). Have fun with this and be creative in your
object choices! Upload a photo of your reconstruction alongside a referenced image of the original artwork.
Have a look at these for inspiration:

https://news.artnet.com/art-world/instagram-recreate-famous-artworks-1819776

https://www.instagram.com/tussenkunstenquarantaine/

6: Documentation and Evaluation
Upload photos of all your work into your digital PowerPoint or Google Slides presentation. Annotate to explain
which artists inspired you, how successful your outcomes are, and how you could improve or develop your work
and ideas.

CONTEXTUAL RESEARCH:
Phyllida Barlow (sculptures and drawings)
Nancy Fouts                             Tony Cragg
Jean Tinguely                           Joseph Cornell
Cornelia Parker                        Marcel Duchamp
Picasso (still life collage)          Carl Kleiner
Robert Rauschenberg              Man Ray
Herbert Bayer (still life)             Kurt Schwitters
William Kentridge                     Jim Dine (drawings)

KEY WORDS:
Bricolage, Assemblage, Readymade, diverse, non-traditional,
aesthetic, concept, visual recording, collage, mixed media,
reconstruction, evaluation
MATERIALS NEEDED:
Household objects of your choice, camera (phone camera is
fine), access to online resources and PowerPoint or Google
Slides, drawing tools and mixed media (e.g. black ink,
charcoal, coffee/tea, newspaper, cardboard…)

WHAT YOU NEED TO SUBMIT:
A PowerPoint or Google Slides presentation, which includes:

- 3 slides of broad research into the art terms Bricolage, Assemblage and Readymade
- 2 slides of detailed artist research (1 artist per slide)
- Minimum 10 slides documenting your 20 visual responses using household objects (bricolage artworks and

drawing / mixed media studies), including annotation (see 6: Documentation and Evaluation, above)
- 1 slide documenting your own final artwork reconstruction alongside original referenced artwork

https://news.artnet.com/art-world/instagram-recreate-famous-artworks-1819776
https://www.instagram.com/tussenkunstenquarantaine/


FAQs and Research Suggestions
I don’t have access to PowerPoint
or Google Slides?

These are the preferred formats, but you could use an alternative digital
format, such as a Word Doc, a Google Doc, a PDF, an online blog or
webpage, as long as it can be shared with your tutor.

I don’t have a good camera, does
this matter?

A phone camera is fine, or perhaps a family member has one you could
borrow. Try to take photos that are in focus and well lit, so we can clearly see
your work.

Do I have to research all the
artists on the list, and can I
include my own suggestions?

You should research all of the contextual research suggestions on the brief
initially, particularly the names you don’t know. You need to provide evidence
of detailed research into 2 artists - one of these could be your own choice, as
long as you can explain why they are relevant (e.g. use found or household
objects in their work)

I don’t have the art materials that I
want for mixed media studies. Can
I use pencil or digital drawing
tools for all of them?

This project is about being resourceful - think about the household materials
you have - for example you can draw with eyeliner, coffee, tea, turmeric diluted
in water, on newspaper or the backs of envelopes. You could also produce
collages with paper offcuts or card reliefs with cereal box card. It’s fine to do
some digital drawing, but use hand-produced processes too as we are looking
for a range of media and approaches.

I have found an artwork that I want
to recreate but I don’t have the
objects or props that I need?

Be inventive - your recreation doesn’t need to look exactly like the artwork, use
the materials or objects you have. You can use yourself or other family
members in your reconstruction if you wish - but do get permission and no
inappropriate nudity! See the examples on page 5 of this document...

I have finished my Summer
project, how do I submit my work?

Your tutor will give you instructions on the first day of term for how to submit
your digital presentation. As this is a visual presentation, consider formatting
and layout, and ensure all photos of your work are clear, in focus, and well lit.

Tate website: www.tate.org.uk (useful starting point for research)
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/art-terms/b/bricolage
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/art-terms/a/assemblage
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/art-terms/r/readymade

Example Contextual References:

Nancy Fouts

http://www.tate.org.uk
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/art-terms/b/bricolage
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/art-terms/a/assemblage
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/art-terms/r/readymade


Joseph Cornell

Carl Kleiner

Kurt Schwitters

Pablo Picasso



William Kentridge

Example Artwork Reconstructions (see number 5, above)

You can choose any artwork you want to recreate -
it doesn’t need to be from the list of suggested references on the project brief

https://news.artnet.com/art-world/instagram-recreate-famous-artworks-1819776

https://www.instagram.com/tussenkunstenquarantaine/

https://news.artnet.com/art-world/instagram-recreate-famous-artworks-1819776
https://www.instagram.com/tussenkunstenquarantaine/

